[Repeated driving under influence].
Many drivers arrested for driving under the influence have earlier been arrested and convicted for a similar type of violation. The article reviews Norwegian studies on car drivers influenced by alcohol, other drugs than alcohol, and also drivers influenced by amphetamine. The results show that between 10 and 30% of drivers convicted for driving under the influence of alcohol, are rearrested two or more times for the same violation during a subsequent three year period. The recurrence rate is dependent on blood alcohol concentration at the selection time. The recurrence rate among drivers under the influence of drugs other than alcohol is significantly larger (up to 54%), when studied over the same three year period. The number of drivers influenced by amphetamine has increased dramatically during recent years. The recurrence rate among drivers influenced by amphetamine is on part with that of drivers using other drugs than alcohol. There are indications that an increasing number of drunken drivers have changed their abuse pattern during recent years from alcohol to illegal drugs such as amphetamine.